














Pletober l^ty (Ha Secret ^eaB) on (^ lloCord'a oredeatials; EUsbois as CI& aeent. 

Prouty and Ms crcdentisla are ioiiresaive. Sut li^ 90 zaeny i.a- feaM < ahEicnfan«4a«« 
wh«i he is turned on Tsy perc^tion of uxong* ho @i>es too far. %ua, I oppose, he was 
dxiv^ to the C^I4 mittery (mssiber board— how X set him). 

ilio comins book apparently says, ea^citly, that SUsberg was a CIA agent. Bo 
hramed and hawed a tdt on this whoa coolrontod with an unequivocal Hph^aI by e. 
to Pred Graham and to Proir^ ly phone. Shoe he looses the legitimate point. It is not 
that tho ClA got Bllsherg to do what he did. tt Is that the papers are wnrt to CIA only 
beoauae ClA couild control wiiat could be in thesa. If the ClA nee^d an agent in The Pait. 
Papetrs* it w^aild have been tho ccmipiler, not the leaker. Ellsberg’s past support of tiw) 
war is hijnily basis for calling hSa an agent, then or now* The p(ro 3 ecutlan is hgjwe 
pursuod with suffideiit viipor and groat raou^i coat to him -to in itself oast seriotis 
doubt on Prouty*s accusation. 



liueh of what he said of i^'ord is not new to tie, like .being introduced by Allen 
Julies ani havii^ McC deecxibed as tlie best, a r^al pro. Here 1 note^ ynrH or oocsicst 
on the unreasonable but entirely accepted ridiculing of the equlpcssnt used in the lec 
boge^ng. HeC knew tho business and had the facilities to get what he needed. 

Prouty said it is he tdw brou^t McCord and Bud tpgethor when it became dear 
that McCord w nted to go in a different direction. And that it happened before 
left town, as 1 recall. 

I have these 10 minutos on tape* 

Prouty is cod* Bis eax^3«ie dropped out of his ri^t ear at the beginning of the 
interview. He ^Id no attention to it. it staj'od exactly whore it fell on his cH'-‘Mlde r 
through the entire interviow. Most people would have replaced it, asfsualng it was there 
for a jwoeaaary Eurpoae if not so told. Or moved it from where it could fall «> e«»int 

He was asksd a perfectly proper question and avoided it after a pause, “e had gone 
into tho favoring of the ClA in the Papers, had, said ho knew of some that he had 
had whan witli JOS that slx>dd lieve been in and weicn t. Bohn ^^art aaVwi iiin how he 
show or would ha say that he was not the ailitaiy'a Sn^er to the ClA in -this* After 
IS- the pause Prou^ wcajt into $ long noor-pesponae that lasted for the rest of ti® elrod 
time. This was his only pause. I think there is no doubt he understood the question. 

I do not su^^st that this means ho is the answer. And i ga aware of 

his previous cclticisus, which, onroasonable, include the £ecret Service (responsible 
^ - for JPK asaas a i natl onj * fivun If X do not recdl any serious critidsn of tho militaiy ' ' 

hy hin. 

He says he resigned or retired 10 years ago, which would mean before the 
assassination. 

Ca rioCord, he quotes Julies as saying that because of KeCord'a im training and 
background in his specialty eadtiiat he got with the ClA, 1 m is the best and knows the 
best of the outliods of both a^jeacies. 
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